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A FORMOSAN SUBTERRANEAN
TERMITE SOLDIER.
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Southern Regional Integrated

Pest Management Programs Fight

Termite Threat

ermites (Isoptera) eat wood

and wood-based (cellulose)

materials. Their role in
nature is to recycle wood. This
job is important as a natural part
of the environment, but termites
become destructive pests when
they try to recycle houses or liv-
ing trees.

There are about 2,500 species
of termites worldwide. Although
only about 2 percent of them are
frequent invaders of wood struc-
tures used by humans, termites
must be managed because they

can and will cause great damage.
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publication A Guide for Integrated
Pest Management of Termites
details management strategies
for types of termites found in
Louisiana. Topics include identi-
fying termites and termite castes,
understanding the threat from
termites, treating for termites,
and maintaining and inspecting
your home to eliminate condi-
tions that may be conducive to
termites.

The publication also provides
useful information on construc-
tion and renovation to help a
homeowner prevent termite
damage. Useful advice is given
for prospective home buyers so
that they will have the informa-
tion they need to make a sound
decision when looking for a new
home.

The publication is available
online from the LSU AgCenter at:
http://www.agctr.Isu.edu/
termites/termitebook.htm. The
AgCenter site provides links to
other information on termite



Useful advice is given for
prospective home huyers
0 that they will have the
information they need to
make a sound decision
when looking for a new
home.

LIVE TREES ARE ATTACKED AS WELL
AS BUILDINGS. THE FORMOSAN SuB-
TERRANEAN TERMITE IS KNOWN TO
INFEST MORE THAN 50 SPECIES OF
LIVE PLANTS.

management, both at LSU and
elsewhere. Hard copies of the
publication are available through
Louisiana Parish Extension
offices. Louisiana residents may
obtain up to five publications (or
five copies of a single
publication) at no charge.

This work is funded in part by
Smith-Lever Act base funding
through USDA/CSREES and is
based on work supported by U.S.
Department of Agriculture grant
No. 58-6435-8-084.
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Any findings, conclusions, or opinions expressed by individuals in this
research report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the policies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Publication of this
factsheet does not imply recommendation or endorsement by USDA over
other research reports not mentioned.

USDA
oL

USDA

W,

October 2002

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or
family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of pro-
gram information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



